The Superpowers and the Middle East
with their Arab enemies on 5 June 1967, by launching devastat-
ing air attacks in which they destroyed hundreds of airplanes
supplied by the Soviet Union valued at half a billion dollars.60
Shortly thereafter, they achieved very impressive victories in
the territories of the Arabs till the war came to an end on
10 June 1967, with the conclusion of a cease-fire agreement.61
Nasser attempted desperately to force the Soviet Union to come
to his aid when he found defeat staring him in the face. Part
of this was Nasser's charge of U.S. and British air interven-
tion in support of Israel.62 But the Russians knew that the
charge was false because their ships were shadowing U.S. and
they were not prepared to do. David Kimche & Dan Bawly, The Sand-
storm, London, 1968, pp. 284-85.
80 The extent of losses to the Arabs in the air war can be realized from
the following partial list of destroyed planes—mostly Soviet built—an-
nounced by Israel on 7 June 1967: 31 TU-16s Heavy Bombers; 299 Ilyu-
shin-28 Medium Bombers; 14 new Sukhoi-7 Fighter Bombers; 145 MIG-21
fast Fighter interceptors; 105 MIG-17's; 27 MIG-19's; 28 British made
Hunter interceptor planes used by Jordan; 8 Antonovs, huge troop car-
riers; 31 Hyushin-14 troop transport planes; 16 Soviet MI-6 & MI-4 heli-
copters, plus a number of planes of other types. US. News and World
Report, 19 June 1967, p. 38.
fll After the war, Nasser accused the United States of playing a political
trick on him by calling for self restraint, by telling the UAR that any
action taken by her would expose the entire region to dangers, by sending
the U.S. Vice-president to confer with him and by agreeing to receive the
Vice-President of the UAR on 6 June 1967, to confer on the subject and
to reach a solution. Nasser contended that it was only natural in the
light of these activities to expect that "the explosion would not occur soon'*,
and he was caught off his guard when Israel attacked the UAR on 5 June
1967. He asserted that all these had been planned in advance and he had
been the subject of a '^political deception" by the United States. Nasser's
speech delivered on the occasion of the 15th anniversary of the Egyptian
Revolution on 23 July 1967. Laqueur, Documentary History, 24n.,
pp. 201-202.
«2 Washington Post, 7 June 1967, p. A22.
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